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INTRODUCTION OF THE CITY

Suzhou, an ancient city with a history of more than 2,500 years, is located in
the east of China, next to Shanghai. The urban core of the city still maintains
its double chessboard layout. Wherever you go, you see waterways and roads
run parallel with each other and canals and streets adjacent to each other.
"Small bridges over flowing streams, whitewashed walls and black tiles, and
historic sites and classical gardens”-all these form a unique picture of Suzhou.
Abundant with tangible and intangible cultural heritage resources, known as

"The City of Classical Gardens” ,"The Land of Fish and Rice", "The Home of
Silk" and "The Capital of Arts and Crafts", Suzhou has enjoyed the reputation
of "Heaven on Earth" ever since ancient times. Today's Suzhou has not only
maintained its time-honored culture and tradition, but also developed into a
modern city advocating literacy, innovation, openness and harmony.

Traditional Suzhou intangible cultural heritage items cover various fields of
people's productive activities and daily needs. They have built a good
reputation and have been called the "Suzhou Product” or the "Suzhou Craft"
due to their superb craftsmanship, unique style and remarkable status. In
December 2014, Suzhou successfully joined the UNESCO Creative Cities
Network and was named “The City of Crafts and Folk Art" .




