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748 | INTRODUCTION OF THE CITY

Manizales, Colombia, is @ mountain city in the central Andes where gastronomy, coffee
culture, knowledge and entrepreneurship come together. As part of the UNESCO-listed
Coffee Cultural Landscape, it is the only Colombian capital city included in this World
Heritage area, known for its high-altitude specialty coffees, strong rural-urban links,
and distinctive food traditions. Its gastronomy sector includes 1,741 businesses and
12,847 jobs, reflecting a dynamic ecosystem that connects producers, traditional
cooks, restaurants, universities, and creative entrepreneurs.

With a strong university identity and active public-private collaboration, Manizales
promotes innovation, talent development, tourism competitiveness, and new market
opportunities. Its 80-year-old Market Square remains a living hub for local ingredients,
trade, and culinary exchange. Today, Manizales is positioning gastronomy not only as
heritage, but also as a platform for cooperation, investment, sustainable tourism, and
international partnerships. It is a welcoming city where culture, business, and
creativity create meaningful opportunities for visitors, institutions, and companies
seeking to connect, collaborate, and grow.




