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742 | INTRODUCTION OF THE CITY

Kuching, the charming capital of Sarawak also known as the Land of the Hornbill, is
a city rich in history, culture, and warm hospitality.

Recognized as a City of Unity, Kuching reflects the harmony of its diverse
communities, including the Iban, Bidayuh, Malay, Chinese, and Melanau, alongside
many other indigenous groups whose traditions continue to shape the city’s vibrant
culture and dalily life.

Kuching's story began along the banks of the Sarawak River, once a vital trading route
for local communities and regional merchants. The city flourished during the era of the
White Rajahs of Sarawak, leaving behind a legacy of heritage buildings and historic
landmarks that remain part of the city’s character today.

Kuching is also renowned for its rich culinary culture, where food plays an important
role in everyday life. Local favourites such as Sarawak Laksa, Kolo Mee, and desserts
made with Gula Apong highlight the flavours unique to the region. From bustling coffee
shops and hawker stalls to contemporary restaurants, the city offers countless ways to
experience its beloved food traditions.
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